
Independent University Bangladesh (IUB)

IUB Academic Repository

Department of English and Modern Languages Thesis, B.A. (EL)

2026-04

A comparative study on the fragility of

human bonds in The way of the world

and The great Gatsby

Sultana, Sadia

Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB)

https://ar.iub.edu.bd/handle/11348/1556

Downloaded from IUB Academic Repository



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

A thesis submitted to the Department of English and Modern Languages in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of  

Bachelor of Arts in English Literature 

©2026. Independent University, Bangladesh 

All rights reserved. 

A Comparative Study on the Fragility of Human Bonds in The Way of the World and The 

Great Gatsby 

Department of English and Modern Languages  

Independent University, Bangladesh 

April 2026 

 
 

Sadia Sultana  

ID: 2221621 

 

 























Sultana 3 

 

1. How do social and economic pressures, including material ambition and social 

performance, shape love, trust, and loyalty in The Way of the World and The Great Gatsby? 

2. To what extent do socio-economic structures, rather than individual moral 

choices, determine the fragility of emotional bonds in these texts? 

The hypothesis of this study is that in both The Way of the World and The Great Gatsby, 

human bonds are rendered fragile not primarily because of individual moral failings but 

because social systems prioritize wealth, reputation, and performance over emotional sincerity 

and ethical integrity. As a result, intimacy becomes conditional and unstable, shaped by 

external pressures that undermine genuine connection. 

1.3 Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative and interpretive research methodology, which is particularly 

suitable for the close reading, thematic exploration, and comparative analysis of literary texts. 

Qualitative research is concerned with the interpretation of meaning rather than numerical 

measurement, focusing on how individuals, texts, and cultural practices construct and 

communicate significance. As Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln argue, qualitative 

research involves an interpretive and naturalistic approach that seeks to understand phenomena 

in terms of the meanings individuals bring to them (Denzin and Lincoln 139). Similarly, John 

W. Creswell defines qualitative research as an approach that explores and interprets social or 

human problems through in-depth analysis of texts and contexts (Creswell 99). 

Within literary studies, this approach is particularly relevant because it treats literary 

texts as forms of non-numerical data that require interpretive analysis rather than empirical 

measurement. The primary texts under examination are The Way of the World and The Great 

Gatsby. Through detailed close reading, this study examines how emotional relationships are 
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analysis with theoretical interpretation, this qualitative methodology enables a nuanced 

understanding of how emotional fragility is structurally produced within the selected texts. 

1.4 Outcome 

This study is expected to demonstrate that both Congreve and Fitzgerald portray societies in 

which emotional relationships are fundamentally shaped and often destabilized by material 

ambition and social performance. The analysis aims to show that love fails not due to the 

absence of genuine feeling, but because individuals operate within systems that reward status, 

security, and social recognition over sincerity and vulnerability. 

Furthermore, the research is expected to establish that emotional fragility is a recurring 

concern across different historical contexts, reflecting broader structural conditions rather than 

isolated personal experiences. By highlighting the parallels between Restoration aristocratic 

culture and Jazz Age capitalism, the study contributes to comparative literary scholarship and 

offers a deeper understanding of how social systems influence emotional life. Ultimately, the 

research seeks to demonstrate that the instability of human bonds is not merely a thematic 

feature of these texts but a reflection of enduring tensions within socially structured 

environments. 

1.5 Limitations 

This study is limited in scope to a comparative analysis of two primary texts: The Way of the 

World and The Great Gatsby. It does not extend to other Restoration comedies or modernist 

novels, and therefore does not aim to provide a comprehensive survey of either literary period. 

The focus remains specifically on the representation of romantic and social relationships, with 

less emphasis on other forms of connection such as familial or political bonds. 

In terms of theoretical approach, the analysis is primarily grounded in Marxist literary 

criticism and New Historicism. While these frameworks provide valuable insights into the 

relationship between socio-economic structures and emotional life, the study does not engage 
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extensively with other critical perspectives such as psychoanalysis, feminism, or 

poststructuralism, which might offer alternative interpretations. 

Additionally, as a work of qualitative literary analysis, the study is interpretive rather 

than empirical. Its conclusions are based on textual evidence and critical interpretation rather 

than quantitative data. The comparative approach also necessitates a degree of generalization, 

which may simplify certain historical and cultural complexities in order to highlight thematic 

connections. Despite these limitations, the study provides a focused and theoretically informed 

analysis of emotional fragility within the selected texts. 
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romantic fulfillment depends on material legitimacy. Performance and self-fashioning operate 

as survival strategies: Gatsby reinvents himself socially, while Mirabell navigates aristocratic 

codes through wit and calculated civility. Love becomes conditional upon social approval and 

economic qualification. 

Yet scholarship rarely synthesizes these parallels. Studies of Fitzgerald emphasize 

illusion and American myth, while Congreve criticism focuses on satire and Restoration 

politics. What remains underexplored is how both works converge in portraying emotional 

bonds as structurally unstable within materially driven cultures. 

2.5 Research Gap 

The review of scholarship reveals a significant gap. While critics have extensively analyzed 

The Great Gatsby as a critique of the American Dream and The Way of the World as a satire of 

Restoration marriage and property systems, few studies examine how both texts articulate a 

shared pattern of emotional fragility produced by socio-economic structures. In Gatsby 

criticism, emotional collapse is frequently attributed to personal illusion or moral weakness. In 

Congreve studies, instability in relationships is often treated as a feature of comic intrigue or 

social satire. However, neither body of scholarship fully develops the argument that emotional 

vulnerability in these texts is systemic rather than merely individual. 

This thesis addresses that gap by offering a comparative analysis of how love and 

loyalty become precarious within societies where wealth, inheritance, and reputation determine 

value. By placing Congreve and Fitzgerald in dialogue, this study argues that emotional 

fragility transcends historical boundaries. Whether in Restoration England or Jazz Age 

America, material structures shape intimacy, rendering relationships conditional and unstable. 

Such a comparative approach not only broadens the scope of existing scholarship but also 

repositions both texts within a shared critical framework. Rather than viewing them as products 

of isolated literary traditions, this research shows that both dramatize the enduring tension 
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between emotional aspiration and socio-economic constraint. In doing so, it contributes a new 

perspective to Restoration and modernist studies alike, revealing a transhistorical pattern in 

which the pursuit of wealth and status undermines the possibility of stable human connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 

Theoretical Framework  

3.1 Introduction 
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Emotional bonds attached to such identities are therefore equally precarious. When social 

recognition falters, intimacy collapses alongside performance. 

In both Congreve and Fitzgerald, identity is constructed through alignment with 

dominant value systems. Those who fail to embody the sanctioned model whether through 

financial insufficiency or questionable origins find their emotional aspirations undermined. 

Intimacy becomes vulnerable because it depends upon socially regulated performance. 

3.5 Integrating Marxism and New Historicism 

Although Marxist criticism and New Historicism originate in distinct intellectual traditions, 

they converge in their insistence that social relations are historically produced. Marxism 

foregrounds material inequality, while New Historicism reveals how such inequality is 

internalized and enacted through cultural practice. Their integration enables a comprehensive 

analysis of emotional life as both economically structured and discursively mediated. 

Marxist analysis alone risks reducing love to economic function. New Historicism 

alone may understate the determining force of material stratification. Together, however, they 

reveal how economic systems shape the cultural scripts through which identity is performed. 

Emotional fragility emerges at the intersection of these forces. 

In Restoration England, aristocratic property culture governs marriage and inheritance. 

In Jazz Age America, capitalism structures aspiration and belonging. Though historically 

distinct, both systems organize value through wealth, status, and lineage. Individuals must 

fashion themselves according to these metrics in order to secure legitimacy. Emotional bonds 

formed within such frameworks cannot escape their conditional nature. 

Thus, the collapse of intimacy in both texts is not a matter of defective character. 

Instead, it reflects the structural contradiction between human longing and socio-economic 

organization. Love seeks permanence, while material systems prioritize exchange, advantage, 

and reputation. The tension between these imperatives produces instability. 




































