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Research Funding in Higher Education
Where private universities stand in Bangladesh

27 JULY 2026 • UNIVERSITIES OF TOMORROW

Farhan Musfique and Shanawez Hossain

Bangladesh has no shortage of university graduates. What it continues to lack is the
research needed to solve its own problems. From climate resilience and public health to
artificial intelligence and urban planning, the country’s future increasingly depends on
knowledge that is created at home rather than imported. Yet the question of who pays for
that knowledge remains one of the least discussed challenges in higher education.
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For decades, research has largely remained the domain of public universities, backed by
government allocations and public research institutes. Private universities, despite
accounting for a significant share of the country’s tertiary enrolment, have traditionally
focused on teaching rather than research. As Bangladesh’s higher education sector
becomes increasingly competitive and internationally connected, however, that
distinction is becoming harder to sustain.
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Today, research output has become a key measure of a university’s quality. Global
rankings, accreditation standards and international partnerships all place considerable
emphasis on publications and research innovations. For private universities, the
challenge is no longer whether they should invest in research, but whether they have the
financial capacity to do so.

A different funding reality

The financial model of private universities differs fundamentally from that of their public
counterparts. Public universities receive government funding for academic activities,
infrastructure and, in many cases, research projects. Private institutions, on the other
hand, rely overwhelmingly on tuition fees to sustain their operations.

Once expenses such as faculty salaries, scholarships, campus maintenance and
administrative costs are met, relatively little remains to finance research. Building
laboratories, purchasing specialised equipment, maintaining research software, funding
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fieldwork or supporting publication costs all require long-term investment. As a result,
while several leading private universities have established research offices, innovation
centres and internal grant schemes, research funding often remains limited in both scale
and scope.

Research is expensive

Quality research rarely comes cheaply. Scientific disciplines require sophisticated
laboratories, specialised instruments and continuous supplies of consumables.
Engineering projects demand modern testing facilities, while medical research often
involves ethical approvals, clinical data and specialised equipment.

The costs extend beyond the sciences. Social science researchers require funding for
surveys, interviews and travel. Economists need access to datasets. Scholars in the
humanities increasingly rely on digital archives and specialised software, while
publishing in internationally recognised journals frequently involves article processing
charges.

Without dedicated funding, many academics conduct research alongside demanding
teaching responsibilities, often financing smaller projects themselves or seeking
opportunities through international collaborators.

Looking beyond institutional budgets
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Faced with financial constraints, many researchers have turned to external funding.
International development agencies, foreign universities and multilateral organisations
regularly support projects related to climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction,
renewable energy, agriculture, healthcare and digital governance.

Securing these grants, however, is far from straightforward. Successful applications
demand experienced grant-writing teams, established international partnerships and
strong research portfolios. Many private universities are still developing the institutional
structures needed to compete consistently for such funding. Younger academics, despite
possessing innovative ideas, often lack the administrative support required to transform
proposals into successful research projects.

The consequence is a research landscape where funding opportunities remain
concentrated among a relatively small number of institutions.

An opportunity for industry

One of the greatest untapped opportunities lies in collaboration between universities and
industry. Across developed economies, companies routinely invest in university research
to improve manufacturing processes, develop new technologies and address practical
business challenges. Such partnerships create a mutually beneficial ecosystem in which
businesses gain access to academic expertise while universities receive financial support
and opportunities for applied research.

Bangladesh has yet to fully embrace this model. Although industries increasingly
recognise the importance of innovation, investment in university-led research remains
relatively limited. Businesses often continue to import technology rather than support
local research and development, while universities sometimes struggle to align their
research priorities with industrial needs.

Greater collaboration could help bridge the funding gap while ensuring that research
addresses challenges directly relevant to Bangladesh’s economy.

Building a research culture

Funding, however, represents only part of the equation. Research flourishes where
institutions actively nurture a culture of inquiry.
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For all latest news, follow The Daily Star's Google News channel.

Universities that consistently produce impactful research typically provide faculty
members with dedicated research time, administrative support, mentorship programmes
and incentives for publishing in reputable journals. Access to digital libraries,
international databases and modern laboratory facilities further strengthens research
capacity. Several private universities such as Brac, NSU, UIU etc have begun moving in
this direction through undergraduate research initiatives, faculty seed grants and
interdisciplinary research centres. These efforts demonstrate growing recognition that
research is integral to higher education in Bangladesh. Sustaining that momentum,
however, requires long-term financial commitment from the authorities of the private
universities.

Click to comment

Editor's Pick

A new chance to fix urban primary
healthcare in Bangladesh
13 AUGUST 2026 • VIEWS

Chained majesties: The plight of
captive elephants in Bangladesh
10 HOUR(S) • BIG PICTURE

Bangladesh’s FDI puzzle: Why human
capital, not red tape, is the real
constraint
14 AUGUST 2026 • GEOPOLITICAL INSIGHTS

Girls are winning the exam race but
losing the career race
13 AUGUST 2026 • VIEWS

SHARE

8/15/26, 11:08 AM Research Funding in Higher Education | The Daily Star

https://www.thedailystar.net/supplements/universities-tomorrow/news/research-funding-higher-education-4233591 5/7

https://news.google.com/publications/CAAiECW73usLivqPCSeQRsSUvRQqFAgKIhAlu97rC4r6jwknkEbElL0U
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAiECW73usLivqPCSeQRsSUvRQqFAgKIhAlu97rC4r6jwknkEbElL0U
javascript:void(0)
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsus1-E60wYpVtwiL3Y9HDSb6m8VE5ABdvaa2S4aIEBibm3vz87yaDLJhrn4Mb-UhYlfNJAfT3r1NpYbiendJyQJxQcQ6EMu3BPwbCC7ywMIfRrYuH7RUghEopD4lX67UlIOxST-bqFZugXcA9xzw2SSrGy-ooCYIddPCEG5iRyKFJ80cGbxHoiBGdEJO6s1ilBdsUnYu72j77IItver-Ah8JfxrFDYC7XRo8syqtACcOrkRUVI0aPuHA0LH-_3LIu3HaOzmTwGZg3t2x2aySI3z-2QcBlVRkjvRsYI3vgF_umiSiKSrDYaxKsbzTIu_c9H8xy_Me0rPjlXthW0YGnzN01FFlOwdUg1M8gr6U49TFsBjIbp5Bsuh60FygDY5glZ9XEbckldElWSGHAu8YGoVFTOIAw&sai=AMfl-YSa_iBvKxAvi_QGfT7qa8NclWCBTsDywTHSfjAT0dA-gFzhVg7dk3HHDpJ4Ktd9DE5I-SXGbMoPveh1sXpYWMgynPF-wtg927xO5EjwgNswbBUZNsohy9jAkfXu0scxqbYCt6uKOrG1s7z7ilaE0j4nQ7YiFyI-2vIhVk2754zfYDH_i8JJZYwL97QKSNOOAKVV0tIL2l8ToLT-fdRZukHl0Y6kJ0iymLSiq7f8MAzSq7k-zGhi2F-nCCIrt6m5B_3hR_XZOXFw2-0ruZWDJpJaC20CRPltiFXRgg2ZDjmUyDgArxflfK3XRZhaN7uYnnRnGKjih_mOPz8pMCVlpLFRoogceqj77np-y5ddOy-z3H0rRDkwJYw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEU-ngj8upty&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dj-fcRYgCcL4
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsus1-E60wYpVtwiL3Y9HDSb6m8VE5ABdvaa2S4aIEBibm3vz87yaDLJhrn4Mb-UhYlfNJAfT3r1NpYbiendJyQJxQcQ6EMu3BPwbCC7ywMIfRrYuH7RUghEopD4lX67UlIOxST-bqFZugXcA9xzw2SSrGy-ooCYIddPCEG5iRyKFJ80cGbxHoiBGdEJO6s1ilBdsUnYu72j77IItver-Ah8JfxrFDYC7XRo8syqtACcOrkRUVI0aPuHA0LH-_3LIu3HaOzmTwGZg3t2x2aySI3z-2QcBlVRkjvRsYI3vgF_umiSiKSrDYaxKsbzTIu_c9H8xy_Me0rPjlXthW0YGnzN01FFlOwdUg1M8gr6U49TFsBjIbp5Bsuh60FygDY5glZ9XEbckldElWSGHAu8YGoVFTOIAw&sai=AMfl-YSa_iBvKxAvi_QGfT7qa8NclWCBTsDywTHSfjAT0dA-gFzhVg7dk3HHDpJ4Ktd9DE5I-SXGbMoPveh1sXpYWMgynPF-wtg927xO5EjwgNswbBUZNsohy9jAkfXu0scxqbYCt6uKOrG1s7z7ilaE0j4nQ7YiFyI-2vIhVk2754zfYDH_i8JJZYwL97QKSNOOAKVV0tIL2l8ToLT-fdRZukHl0Y6kJ0iymLSiq7f8MAzSq7k-zGhi2F-nCCIrt6m5B_3hR_XZOXFw2-0ruZWDJpJaC20CRPltiFXRgg2ZDjmUyDgArxflfK3XRZhaN7uYnnRnGKjih_mOPz8pMCVlpLFRoogceqj77np-y5ddOy-z3H0rRDkwJYw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEU-ngj8upty&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dj-fcRYgCcL4
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/new-chance-fix-urban-primary-healthcare-bangladesh-4246261
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/new-chance-fix-urban-primary-healthcare-bangladesh-4246261
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/big-picture/news/chained-majesties-the-plight-captive-elephants-bangladesh-4247716
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/big-picture/news/chained-majesties-the-plight-captive-elephants-bangladesh-4247716
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/geopolitical-insights/news/bangladeshs-fdi-puzzle-why-human-capital-not-red-tape-the-real-constraint-4247076
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/geopolitical-insights/news/bangladeshs-fdi-puzzle-why-human-capital-not-red-tape-the-real-constraint-4247076
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/geopolitical-insights/news/bangladeshs-fdi-puzzle-why-human-capital-not-red-tape-the-real-constraint-4247076
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/girls-are-winning-the-exam-race-losing-the-career-race-4246271
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/girls-are-winning-the-exam-race-losing-the-career-race-4246271
https://www.thedailystar.net/slow-reads/geopolitical-insights/news/will-the-saudi-arabia-turkiye-pakistan-makkah-agreement-create-new-regional-security-order-4246186
javascript:void(0)

