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Abstract 

This study critically examines the integration of Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) 

principles in English Language Teaching (ELT) textbooks used in Bangladesh. Through a 

convergent methods approach combining critical content analysis of three widely-used textbooks 

and a survey of 22 undergraduate students, this research investigates the extent to which current 

ELT materials embody inclusive practices and represent diverse Bangladeshi identities. The 

analysis reveals significant gaps in representation across eight dimensions: gender, socioeconomic 

class, ethnicity, disability, regional diversity, cultural diversity, religion, and social justice themes. 

Survey findings indicate that while students acknowledge some diversity efforts, substantial 

proportions report feeling disconnected from textbook content, particularly students from rural 

backgrounds and marginalized communities. The study demonstrates that current materials 

predominantly center urban, middle-class, able-bodied Bengali experiences, thereby perpetuating 

systemic inequalities and limiting the transformative potential of English education. Grounded in 

Critical Pedagogy and informed by contemporary JEDI frameworks, this research offers evidence-

based recommendations for curriculum developers, material writers, and policymakers to create 

more equitable and humanizing ELT resources that validate all learners' identities and experiences. 

Keywords: JEDI principles, ELT materials, inclusivity, Bangladesh education, Critical Pedagogy, 

textbook analysis, educational equity, marginalized identities 
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developers, curriculum writers, and classroom practitioners cannot meaningfully redesign and 

implement truly equitable and inclusive materials.  

1.3 Research Objectives and Questions 

The primary objective of this thesis is to critically evaluate the inclusivity of ELT textbooks in 

Bangladesh through the lens of Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI). This broad goal 

is operationalized through three specific research objectives and questions.   

Research Objectives Research Questions 

1. To examine the representation of 

justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion 

principles within selected ELT 

textbooks in Bangladesh.  

1. To what extent do ELT textbooks used in 

Bangladesh embody JEDI principles in their content, 

imagery, themes, and pedagogical tasks? 

2. To systematically identify gaps, 

silences, and biases in textbook 

representation of marginalized 

identities. 

2. What specific stereotypes, omissions, or structural 

inequities can be observed in these textbooks 

concerning gender, socioeconomic class, ethnicity, 

disability, regional diversity, cultural diversity, 

religion, and social justice themes? 

3. To explore learners' lived perceptions 

of inclusivity and exclusion within 

prescribed textbooks. 

3. How do English learners perceive the inclusivity 

(or lack thereof) in ELT materials as affecting their 

overall learning experience and sense of belonging? 

Table 1: Research objectives and questions                                              

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study holds profound significance for multiple stakeholders in Bangladesh's educational 

landscape. 

For Curriculum Developers and Policymakers (NCTB): The findings provide concrete, data-

driven evidence of current representational gaps. As the National Curriculum and Textbook Board 





5 
 

Religion: Inclusivity of non-dominant faiths 

Power Relations/Social Justice: Presence of themes related to rights and equity  

Participants: The study samples 22 undergraduate English learners from selected universities and 

colleges in Bangladesh. 

Geographical Focus: Data collection is confined to institutions in urban and semi-urban districts, 

capturing geographical and socio-educational variability while delimiting generalizability to 

extremely remote rural areas. 
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Chapter 2 

Literature Review 

2.1 Theoretical Frameworks 

This study is grounded in three interconnected theoretical frameworks that collectively provide the 

analytical lens for examining intersections of language, power, and representation in educational 

materials. 

2.1.1 Critical Pedagogy 

The foundational framework for this research is Critical Pedagogy, drawing primarily from Paulo 

Freire's (1970) seminal work. Freire's concept of education as the practice of freedom is central to 

understanding textbooks' roles. Freire argued against the "banking model" of education, where 

students are treated as empty vessels to be filled with official knowledge deposited by teachers. In 

this model, textbooks serve as undisputed ledgers of truth, and learners' roles involve passive 

acceptance. 

Conversely, Freire proposed "problem-posing" education that empowers learners to question and 

transform unjust social structures. In ELT contexts, this encourages critical engagement rather than 

passive reception, shifting language learning goals from mere functional competence to critical 

consciousness (conscientização). If ELT materials in Bangladesh function only to transfer 

linguistic codes without allowing students to critique content, they perpetuate the banking model. 

A JEDI-informed approach aligns with Critical Pedagogy by demanding that materials not just 

describe the world as it is (often from privileged viewpoints) but engage students in questioning 

why it is that way. 

2.1.2 Critical Language and Textbook Studies 

Complementing Critical Pedagogy is the field of Critical Language and Textbook Studies, which 

views textbooks not as neutral knowledge containers but as "culturally and politically loaded 

artifacts" that reflect and reproduce existing socio-political biases and power structures (Apple, 
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Chapter 3 

Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 

This study employs a convergent methods design to ensure both depth of critical analysis and 

breadth of perception. The complexity of analyzing "inclusivity" and "justice" requires 

methodological approaches beyond simple counting. While quantitative frequency counts can 

show that exclusion exists (e.g., 80% of characters are male), only qualitative analysis can explain 

how that exclusion is constructed narratively and what it means for learners. 

The design consists of two phases 

Textbook Analysis (Qualitative Primary): A critical qualitative content analysis of selected 

textbooks using a JEDI-informed coding scheme, focusing on what is represented, whose voice 

is centered, how power is depicted, and what is omitted. 

Survey/Questionnaire (Quantitative Complement): A structured questionnaire utilizing 

Likert-scale items administered to undergraduate learners, providing descriptive statistics on 

general perceptions of fairness, representation, and belonging.  

3.2 Sampling and Participants 

Purposive sampling was employed to select three textbooks based on their official approval status 

and documented high-volume usage across secondary and tertiary levels in Bangladesh. The first 

textbook selected was English for Today for Classes 9-10, the standard government-approved text 

for secondary education. The second was English for Today for Classes 11-12, the equivalent 

standard for higher secondary education. The third was a widely-used commercial tertiary ELT 

textbook commonly adopted in foundation courses at private universities. These selections ensured 

representation of both government-mandated and supplementary materials that shape English 

language instruction nationwide. 

For the survey component, a sample of 22 undergraduate English learners from selected 

universities and colleges in Bangladesh participated. Purposive maximum variation sampling was 
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Chapter 4 

Findings and Discussion  
This chapter presents study findings synthesized from critical content analysis of textbooks and 

perceptual data from learners. Analysis is structured around eight dimensions of the JEDI 

framework defined in the scope. 
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Figure 6 

4.1 Participant Demographics 

The survey collected responses from 22 undergraduate students across public and private 

institutions in Bangladesh. Key demographic characteristics included: 

Institution Type: The sample comprised students from both public universities (59.1%) and 

private universities (40.9%), reflecting the dual nature of higher education in Bangladesh. 

Gender Identity: The majority of respondents identified as female (76.2%), with male 

respondents comprising 23.8%. This gender distribution reflects typical enrollment patterns in 

English language programs in Bangladesh. 

Academic Level: Students represented various stages of undergraduate study, with pluralities in 

their 3rd year (31.8%) and 4th year (27.3%), alongside substantial representation from 1st year 

(22.7%) and 2nd year (18.2%) students. 

English Learning Experience: Students reported extensive English learning histories, with 

40.9% having studied English for 16-20 years, 31.8% for 11-15 years, and 27.3% for 6-10 years, 

indicating lifelong exposure to English education from primary through tertiary levels. 




























































