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small claims courts, and the Joint Education Taskforce. Unfortunately this diverse fist of
conirols has been found not to work perfectly in practice. We turn now to the role of the
British Accreditation Agency in all this, and its mission and history. Included is an
account of its structure and particularly the criteria it uses for accreditation. Overall
conclusions are then drawn.
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INTRODUCTION

It was in early 2005 that Gordon Brown announced a reduction from 35 to 9 in the
numbers of quangos inspecting throughout the public sector, some of which also or
solely inspect the private sector. Private colleges are the hidden part of UK education
(Vinten, 2007). They can become part of global knowledge management transfer {Shaw,
2005). They come to the surface as some of them seek accreditation and franchises
through British universities. Increasingly we see accreditations through Australian
universities, and this represents a challenge to British universities in terms of speed and
quality of response, focus and costing. Other colleges run professional courses, such as
Association of Chartered Certified Accountant (ACCA) and Association of Business































































