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Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) has signed two memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) with Bandarban University (BU) and Lumbini Limited to facilitate
research on endangered languages and foster exchange of educational and professional
resources. The MoUs were signed on April 13 at the Bandarban University campus in
Bandarban.

The Minister for Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing, MP attended the
program as the chief guest. [IUB VC Tanweer Hasan, BU VC Prof. Dr A. F. Imam Ali, and
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respected organisations. Lumbini Limited Chairman Shahadat Musharraf Khan was also
present at the program.
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According to the first MoU, IUB will provide BU with opportunities for training and
technical assistance to strengthen leadership, faculty development and institutional
capacity. The two universities will also work to resurrect some of the endangered
languages and cultures of the local ethnic communities through IUB's Center for
Endangered Languages, which is a division within the Sasheen Centre for Multilingual
Excellence of IUB.

The other tripartite MoU, signed between IUB, BU and Lumbini Limited says that the three
organisations will establish an exchange program through which two students from BU
will spend two semesters of a particular year at the [IUB campus in Dhaka. At least one of
those students will come from an ethnic community. They will be called "Lumbini
Fellows" and will be offered internships at Lumbini Limited. For this purpose, Lumbini
Limited has allocated a grant of BDT 2,50,000 per student per year for a four-year period.

Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing said, "Young men and women from the hill tracts region are very
keen about education. But sometimes it is difficult for their families to back them up
financially. Bandarban University was established with an aim to bring affordable
education to their doorsteps. However, those of us who are involved with the operation of
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this university, we do not have too much experience in this field. That is why, we believe it

would make a world of difference if renowned universities like IUB come forward in
sharing their experiences with us."

Tanweer Hasan said, "Education is the backbone of a nation and ideally, it should be given
in one's mother language. The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has
already established Marma, Chakma and Tripura languages as the medium of education.
This is a fantastic achievement and speaks loudly for the government's intent for
preserving these languages. However, there are many other languages spoken by the
ethnic communities in Bangladesh that could not yet be established as the medium of
education. As a result, there are fears that these languages might be lost. That is why,
Independent University, Bangladesh has set up the Centre for Endangered and Lost
Languages to foster research and education to preserve some of the endangered
languages spoken in different parts of the country."

Prof. Dr A. F. Imam Ali said, "Bandarban University is very much aligned with IUB's
concept of inclusive education. We do not just want to give away certificates to our
students. Instead, we want to develop them into skilled human resources with human
qualities so that they feel a sense of responsibility towards the society."

Sha Md. Sultan Uddin Igbal, who is also a trustee of Bandarban University, said, "The
vision behind signing these memorandums is to open a new horizon for women
empowerment in Bandarban."

j@! For all latest news, follow The Daily Star's Google News channel.

https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board/news/iub-signs-mous-bandarban-university-and-lumbini-limited-3005751 3/6



7/4126, 4:57 PM

IUB signs MoUs with Bandarban University and Lumbini Limited | The Daily Star

Click to comment

Editor's Pick

[s Bangladesh ready for the future of
work?

4 JULY 2026, 00:00 AM BIG PICTURE

The slow disappearance of Kuakata’s
Rakhines

4 JULY 2026, 00:00 AM UNHEARD VOICES

The forgotten history of football in
Bangladesh

3 JULY 2026, 00:15 AM IN FOCUS

Bengal, Mysore, and the making of
American independence

2 JULY 2026, 00:38 AM IN FOCUS

The human cost of wasting Rohingya
aid funds

TJULY 2026, 11:00 AM VIEWS

Round of 16

Kickoff in 6h 03m
UPCOMING

https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board/news/iub-signs-mous-bandarban-university-and-lumbini-limited-3005751

SHARE &

4/6



7/4126, 4:57 PM

URBAN HALCYON AT BANANI

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT

@he Baily Star

Follow Us

OCoy O

IUB signs MoUs with Bandarban University and Lumbini Limited | The Daily Star

(%] vS x|

Canada UPCOMING Morocco

Related News

‘We must vaccinate 95 percent of the
children to curb measles outbreak’

10 APRIL 2026, 09:00 AM INTERVIEW

A moment to unite and deliver

17 FEBRUARY 2026, 20:14 PM EDITORIAL

Satire / Things we got before GTA 6

4 MAY 2025, 08:21 AM TECH & STARTUP

Satire / A joyful nation of new names!

11 APRIL 2025, 12:52 PM SATIRE

ESSAY / Between tradition and
taboo: The arranged marriage trope
in Bangla dark romance literature

26 FEBRUARY 2025, 18:00 PM BOOKS

https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board/news/iub-signs-mous-bandarban-university-and-lumbini-limited-3005751

5/6



714126, 4:57 PM IUB signs MoUs with Bandarban University and Lumbini Limited | The Daily Star

About Us Contact Us Comment policy Apps Archive Advertisement Conference Hall

© 2026 thedailystar.net | Powered by: RSI Lab

Copyright: Any unauthorized use or reproduction of The Daily Star content for commercial purposes
is strictly prohibited and constitutes copyright infringement liable to legal action.

https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board/news/iub-signs-mous-bandarban-university-and-lumbini-limited-3005751 6/6



