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"In every profession, possibility of success depends on the integrity and the will to
succeed because if there is will, every obstacle can be overcome," said revered
Bangladeshi-Korean actor Mahbub "Lee" Alam. "The life of a migrant worker, no matter
which country they are in, is never easy, and the switch from being a migrant worker to an
improbable profession like acting was full of challenges."

Mahbub, who starred in the internationally acclaimed film "Bandhobi", made the remarks
while delivering the keynote speech in a seminar titled Bangladesh-Korea Cultural
Exchange organised by the Department of Media and Communication at Independent
University, Bangladesh (IUB) on April 4. The seminar aimed at highlighting the
signiﬁcance of the growing cultural understanding and relationship between Bangladesh

fresh

https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board/news/the-journey-migrant-worker-being-actor-3002076


https://www.thedailystar.net/shout/bulletin-board
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssgierh0XhOmczCr6cuiEe80pCwC8Gur4MkXKrD2OFPZZQpK5lovLUMj4QQ21el65X3nFG9L2F0q-MaOPAAShr8CdkwQBR-Ff-HoGTK1X9HSWBP60sG7gSGFK9bSjpvKemy8rWW4cebT4qcClB4qygqeC6QoLHlxTIljcRzr9B2YiP4lpJMvlxB2NWfk4JcIhPy2dYLOFfldEs0OFGYEdY9LjoNmp-U4KAeXRIw2KHIHD5b7wCahjsG_WqIgI5o-ybOznu8l1eyUNZSSOPH8UoL9t2gfv5JfDAuGwLYHtgS-P1Ie2xgXHHvgjXhZpYl5bz8tlfU5-M7WwsJsU0uBpm_1aGXyztvhxa-NYWBu7aJAjuSCrJ6F4voYnPQHH8pMijZkuIdz4FYPPdp&sai=AMfl-YQPZcro-TdK34rEPQNMf890kmhQT42F5yzOJ1pIqfFH92sjzOyVLXXrA7YOCtfKWLx_c57LD67RvOox3c6IlK5urJ6hPGUmi2UONMr9HVPZFlGL4Ydf0Y0j0GK6QRiqT_lQcitcThMmaiHJbfdvGqMfz-sSrcRVd85s_KS1eyhtT1JKZmpyJdC-K8rEvj58qasjaiUSkjChL8l_1sge98I_deiz2t2FKWWGV_kzRfGQGtfUCdC6uXd0vGpWm54-_Fqqs3ei04cYWpr75-_0uo2jQ10ljSGLKSLxznfPbX9jk10UxdKPoJB6rx6-_vynVsCbDVQ7Xg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHAA_tAPaRyc&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://shop.shajgoj.com/product/revive-daily-moisturizer-sunscreen-spf50-pa-50-ml
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssgierh0XhOmczCr6cuiEe80pCwC8Gur4MkXKrD2OFPZZQpK5lovLUMj4QQ21el65X3nFG9L2F0q-MaOPAAShr8CdkwQBR-Ff-HoGTK1X9HSWBP60sG7gSGFK9bSjpvKemy8rWW4cebT4qcClB4qygqeC6QoLHlxTIljcRzr9B2YiP4lpJMvlxB2NWfk4JcIhPy2dYLOFfldEs0OFGYEdY9LjoNmp-U4KAeXRIw2KHIHD5b7wCahjsG_WqIgI5o-ybOznu8l1eyUNZSSOPH8UoL9t2gfv5JfDAuGwLYHtgS-P1Ie2xgXHHvgjXhZpYl5bz8tlfU5-M7WwsJsU0uBpm_1aGXyztvhxa-NYWBu7aJAjuSCrJ6F4voYnPQHH8pMijZkuIdz4FYPPdp&sai=AMfl-YQPZcro-TdK34rEPQNMf890kmhQT42F5yzOJ1pIqfFH92sjzOyVLXXrA7YOCtfKWLx_c57LD67RvOox3c6IlK5urJ6hPGUmi2UONMr9HVPZFlGL4Ydf0Y0j0GK6QRiqT_lQcitcThMmaiHJbfdvGqMfz-sSrcRVd85s_KS1eyhtT1JKZmpyJdC-K8rEvj58qasjaiUSkjChL8l_1sge98I_deiz2t2FKWWGV_kzRfGQGtfUCdC6uXd0vGpWm54-_Fqqs3ei04cYWpr75-_0uo2jQ10ljSGLKSLxznfPbX9jk10UxdKPoJB6rx6-_vynVsCbDVQ7Xg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHAA_tAPaRyc&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://shop.shajgoj.com/product/revive-daily-moisturizer-sunscreen-spf50-pa-50-ml
https://www.thedailystar.net/
https://bangla.thedailystar.net/
javascript:void(0)

5/6/26, 4:56 PM The journey from a migrant worker to being an actor | The Daily Star

}?-5 For all latest news, follow The Daily Star's Google News channel.

[UB's Department of Media and Communication Head Prof. Zakir Hossain Raju said, "We
have been at the forefront of understanding, studying, and disseminating Korean culture,
especially Korean media culture, at the academic level and also at the public level and
we're serving as the key platform for sharing, and enjoying the great music, culture, and
cinema of South Korea."

In his keynote speech, Mahbub also said the struggles and challenges that Bangladeshi
migrant workers face abroad, was the main inspiration behind his decision to switch
profession. That was why over the years he had put in a lot of effort to create platforms for
cultural exchanges between Bangladesh and South Korea. One of those efforts include
establishing the Migrant Workers TV that specialises in the migrant population in South
Korea where he produced acclaimed programs such as The World of a Migrant Worker
and the Multilingual News. Mahbub has also played a key role in organising the annual
Migrant Workers Film Festival where international films portraying the lives of migrant
workers around the world are showcased.

The keynote speech was followed by a question-answer session where Mahbub answered
questions from several IUB students. Acting Head of the Department of Media and
Communication Raisa Rasheeka delivered a vote of thanks to Mahbub Alam.

IUB has been disseminating knowledge and resources on Korea for around a decade. In
2014, the Department of Media and Communication launched a specialised course on
Korean Cinema and Society which is the only such course in a university in South Asia.
The students of this course also went on to establish the IUB K-Club in 2015.
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In the last seven years, IUB has hosted a number of programs focusing on Korea, many of
which were supported by the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Bangladesh. Recently,
IUB became the first private university in Bangladesh to win the prestigious Window on
Korea grant from the Korean government to set up and run a Korea Corner inside the IlUB
Library.
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